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SANGIT EXAMINATIONS UK

Sangit Examinations UK [SE (UK)] provides a programme of graded music and dance examinations leading to the internationally recognised qualifications of Prayag Sangit Samiti of Allahabad (India) and its own Sangit Preparatory Examinations. These examinations are held in teaching studios, schools and Registered Centres in the UK and Europe.

Assessment is offered to full and part-time students through a system of grades that reflect the development of musicians and dancers.  There are preparatory grades for beginners and performance diplomas and degrees for intermediate and advanced students.  A wide range of subjects from the North and South Indian traditions are available for examination and include:

Classical, Folk and Popular Vocal, Children's Songs

Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Folk Dance

Shabad, Rabindra Sangeet, Nazrul Geeti, Bhav Sangeet (Bhajan, Ghazal etc)

Mridangam, Pakhawaj, Tabla, Tavil, Dhol

Veena, Flute, Violin, Sitar, Guitar, Keyboard

Tamil Isai, Theory of Music and Dance, Accompaniment

SE (UK) is a project of the charitable trust Pandit Ram Sahai Sangit Vidyalaya [PRSSV].  The main work of PRSSV is the development of Indian music and dance, and other related arts through a variety of education programmes, performance projects, publications and recordings. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

An association with Trinity College London is currently being forged to ensure improvement and innovation for the benefit of candidates, teachers and partner institutions.

SANGIT PREPARATORY EXAMINATIONS
GUIDELINES

Sangit Preparatory Examinations provide objective evidence of achievement for beginners at all stages of their learning, as well as for the very young. The syllabi are suitable for students studying music and dance privately from their own teacher and for those learning in groups in schools, colleges etc. There is an Entry Level plus eight grades which prepare students wishing to be knowledgeable listeners, good amateur musicians or who eventually wish to make a career in music.  There is no suggestion of a time schedule between the taking of one examination and the next and there is no requirement for every Level to be taken.  All candidates receive certificates on successful completion of each grade.

Entry Level, Level 1 (Grades 1, 2 and 3) are introductory examinations and can be linked to mother tongue teaching.  Grade 3 along with Level 2 (Grades 4 and 5), and Level 3 (Grades 6 and 7) consists of a practical examinations and a theory paper.

SYLLABUS:

Set syllabi for all levels and grades are available on request.  The syllabi provide a thorough graded course from beginner to advanced levels.  As well as preparing pupils to sit the examinations of an Indian institution, the syllabi also enable school pupils to use their abilities in Indian music and dance as part of the GCSE and A-Level school music examinations.  The syllabi therefore covers the areas required namely PERFORMANCE, LISTENING and IMPROVISATION as well as HISTORY and THEORY.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS
There is a board of examiners who carry out all the requirements of the Sangit Examinations awarding body.  The set the syllabi, examine, moderate etc.  The board is made up of experienced musicians, dancers and teachers from the UK and India

EXAMINATIONS
The Entry Level, Level 1 and Level examinations provide an independent assessment for students wile they are training. their first years of training up to GCSE standard.  Level 3 provides assessment equivalent to A-Level.  Candidates will be encouraged to demonstrate the music and/or dance pieces they have learnt and enjoy performing.

A.  Practical Examination

The practical examinations lasts between 10 and 25 minutes according to the Grade and will be in two parts.

i)  Performance

This will demonstrate the candidate's ability to perform the chosen content of the syllabus.

Prepared Performance - The candidate will be required to perform a previously prepared item of approximately five minutes length, which will indicate a thorough understanding of the material of the syllabus.

Unprepared Performance - The candidate will be required to perform certain elements chosen from their syllabus by the examiner. The candidate will also be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the process of improvisation by using certain elements of the syllabus chosen by the examiner.

ii)  Listening & Seeing.

The candidate will be expected to recognise aurally and visually various elements chosen from the syllabus by the examiner. 

B.  Theory Examination

This is a written examination which lasts between 20 minutes and 3 hours according to the Grade.  Candidates will be expected to demonstrate their knowledge of the elements of music or dance by answering relevant questions drawn form the current syllabus e.g. multiple choice, essay questions etc.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment of the candidate will be by members of the Sangit Examinations Board Board of Examiners.

The levels and grades are marked against set criteria as follows-

A.  Practical Examination

The examiners, according to the impression given by the candidate will decide the distribution of the marks.

i)  Performance

This will be divide equally between the prepared and unprepared performance. Criteria for the assessment of the prepared performance will be based on -

a)
Accuracy - the candidate's ability to perform accurately the contents of the syllabus.

b)
Musicality - the skill the candidate displays in interpreting the music in the areas of rhythm, pitch, expression, quality of tone, etc.

c)
Presentation - the candidate's ability to convey the art to the listener.

d)
Understanding - evidence of personal involvement with the particular music and dance performed

e)
Improvisation - the ability to use the material in a relevant manner.

ii)
Listening & Seeing

The candidate's ability to Listen and See knowledgeably and ability to understand the content of the syllabus is assessed.

B.  Theory Examination

Candidates will have to answer questions, both written and oral, on the theory and history of music and dance as laid down in the syllabus.  Candidates are encouraged to think for themselves and have a real understanding of basic musical concepts rather than simply learn by rote.

MARKS

All Entry Level candidates who pass are awarded certificates.

The assessments of candidates for all other Levels and grades will be reported on a six-point scale of grades where A is Pass with distinction, B pass with merit, C pass, and D, E and F below pass.  

Those who attain pass grades are ready to learn new skills and develop their musicianship.  

Those who are awarded below pass grades should spend some more time consolidating the work they have done.

The examinations have been devised to cultivate the candidate's desire to learn, not to highlight failure.

CARNATIC MUSIC AND DANCE 

Pandit Ram Sahai Sangit Vidyalaya in collaboration with leading musicians, and with Brhaddhvani, is developing graded Carnatic and Tamil Isai music and dance qualifications for all subjects.  The first examinations were held in September 1999.

Brhaddhvani is a leading music institution in Madras (India).  It provides a unique holistic music educational programme.  Its broad aim is to address some of the problems and deficiencies of the Gurukula and institutional systems of music education.  It runs several activities in the area of education, performance and research.

Students are trained in all types of music and dance.  They are provided with a thorough foundation in practical musical skills. And they are given a broad musical education that prepares them for a variety of careers in the music industry.

Brhaddhvani does research into the therapeutic applications of music.  It publishes literature and teaching materials on music and dance, and is developing a distance learning programme.

Practical and theory examinations are held twice annually - in November/December and June/July.  

For further information please contact:

The Examinations Secretary

Sangit Examinations (UK)

20 Brunel Close

Middlesex

UB5 6RW

PRAYAG SANGIT SAMITI

The Prayag Sangit Samiti is a music and dance Academy of international repute.  At its headquarters in Allahabad conferences consisting of several days of recitals by a variety of artists and seminars are held regularly.  The Prayag Sangit Samiti is also an examination board and its degrees are recognised internationally by universities and colleges.

The Prayag Sangit Samiti examinations are available to students who study full time.  Also, it is suitable for students studying the practical and theoretical aspects privately from their own teacher under whom in most cases they have been studying for several years.  There are approved textbooks that cover the theory and history aspects of the syllabi.

The qualifications are -

Junior Diploma
  Part One - Year 1 [compares to Trinity College Grade VI]



  Part Two - Year 2

Senior Diploma
  Part One - Year 3
Level 3



  Part Two - Year 4

Prabhakar
  Part One - Year 5



  Part Two - Year 6 [compares to a British BA (ordinary) degree]

Praveen (M.Mus.)  Part One - Year 7



  Part Two - Year 8

Sangit Acharya (D.Mus.)

Each Year consists of a written examination for which question papers are prepared in Allahabad and a practical examination with a viva voce taken by members of the Board of Examinations in India who travel to the various centres.  The examiners are professional musicians and skilled teachers.

Candidates for Prabhakar (Year 6)  must have attained the age of 16 years at the time of filling up the examination form and have the minimum educational qualification of GCSE or equivalent examinations.  

Candidates wishing to do research work for the degree of Sangitacharya have to submit a thesis and are required to appear for the viva voce examination in India.

In order to be successful candidates must pass both the theory and practical examinations separately, and their division is determined by the aggregate of the marks obtained in both. Successful candidates are awarded a pass with distinction, first division, second division or third division.

PRAYAG SANGIT SAMITI

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION:

The examinations last approximately from 10 to 45 minutes depending on the year.  Candidates will first give a performance prepared from the syllabus. The examiner will test the candidate's knowledge and understanding of the current syllabus.  Questions will also be asked of previous years, which must have been covered by the candidate.

Candidates are expected to provide their own instruments and accompanist(s).  An accompanist may be provided in exceptional circumstances.  There will be a charge for this service.  Taped musical accompaniment is allowed for folk and modern dance only.

Only the accompanying musicians are allowed in the examination room and they may only remain in the room for the portion of the examination for which they are required.

Vocal candidates are expected to accompany themselves on the tanpura.  If the harmonium is used only standing notes (sur daba ke) Sa and Pa or Ma can be sued.  In accordance with the syllabus the student must show that he/she is able to tune the tanpura form year 3.

Sangit Praveen

The practical examinations for Sangit Praveen require the candidate to give a viva and a performance (Manch Pradarshan) in the presence of the examiners. The candidates are examined by two examiners.

THEORY EXAMINATION:

Questions are set from the current syllabus but the paper may also include topics covered at previous years.  Years 1 to 5 each consist of a paper that lasts for three hours. There are two three-hour papers for years 6 to 8. Candidates are required to submit their answers on approved stationary supplied by Sangit Examination (UK).

In special circumstances permission may be granted, upon application, for a candidate to have a writer at the theory examination.  Such permission must be obtained in writing from the Registrar prior to the examination.

For detailed information on of the rules, regulations and syllabuses for these examinations please see the Prayag Sangit Samiti examinations handbook.

EXAMINATION REGULATIONS AND INFORMATION

Fees

For details of fees, and late fees, please see fees leaflet for the current examination year.

Examinations fees are to be submitted with completed application forms.  Cheques should be made payable to Sangit Examinations (UK). The examination centre may charge a fee.  

Absence
Any candidate who has to withdraw from the examination through sickness must send a medical certificate to the Examinations Secretary no later than the day of the examination. Only candidates who fulfil this requirement will have their names carried forward to the following year.  Fees cannot be refunded.

Application Forms

Application forms incorrectly or incompletely filled out will be returned to the candidate and will have to be resubmitted with a further fee to cover postage and administration costs.

Dates & Times

Dates and times of examinations are normally announced after the entry lists have closed.  While every effort is made to accommodate dates requested by centres and candidates, the planning of Examination Tours will inevitably mean that candidates have to be prepared to be examined at any time during an examination session.

Appeals
All appeals must be made in writing no more than 15 days after the results have been published.  The Sangit Examinations (UK) Board will deal with appeals to Sangit Preparatory examinations.  Appeals to Prayag Sangit Samiti examinations will be forwarded to the Examinations Board in India.

SANGIT PREPARATORY EXAMINATIONS:

Dates

Practical and theory examinations are held twice annually in November/December and June/July. 

The closing date for submitting applications forms for the examinations held annually in June/July is April 15th.

The closing date for examinations held in November/December is September 15th.

EXAMINATION REGULATIONS AND INFORMATION

Results & Certificates

Every candidate who passes the examinations receives a certificate.

Candidates should receive their certificates and results within ten weeks of the end of the period scheduled for the examinations.

Replacement certificates are available from the Examinations Secretary subject to a charge.

PRAYAG SANGIT SAMITI:

Dates

Practical Examinations are held once a year in June/July.

Theory examinations are held once a year in May.

The closing date for submitting application forms for the examinations is 15th February each year.  Completed application forms are to be submitted with the appropriate fees.

Results & Certificates

Theory papers are marked and all marks processed in Allahabad, India.  Candidates will be notified of their results as soon as they are received in the UK.

Prayag Sangit Samiti provides certificates for candidates who have passed the diploma and degree examinations i.e. years 2, 4, 6 and 8.  Each candidate is provided with a Mark Sheet.

Replacement certificates are available from the Examinations Secretary subject to a charge.

Syllabuses & Past Papers

Syllabuses and sample past papers for individual years are available on request. There will be a charge to cover photocopying and postage costs.

A prospectus containing the rules and regulations of Prayag Sangit Samiti examinations, and syllabuses for all subjects and years can be purchased.

REGISTERED CENTRES

There are several registered centres for Sangit Preparatory Examinations and Prayag Sangit Samiti examinations in the UK and Europe.  Registered centres are responsible for organising suitable venues for the theory and practical examinations, arranging accommodation for the examiner (if required), and appointing invigilators for the theory examination according to the rules laid down by the Board of Examinations.  Any expenses incurred in hiring venues are borne by the registered centre.  Any organisation may apply to be a Registered Centre.  

For details of fees please see fees leaflet for the current examination year.

Students may enter as private candidates, or be entered by their teachers, for these examinations.  In such cases the students have to appear at the centre nearest to them and may have to pay a centre fee.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES STATEMENT

The Sangit Examinations Board seeks to promote equality of opportunity for all its volunteers, employees and equality of opportunity and outcome for its 'clients' with respect to gender, ethnic origin, social class, age, and disability.

If you require further information about the information in this handbook

visit

www.sahai.org

or write to
The Examinations Secretary

Sangit Examinations (UK)

20 Brunel Close

Middlesex

UB5 6RW

PLEASE NOTE
A stamped self-addressed envelope must accompany all correspondence.

"Ek Saadhe sub Sadhe

Sub Saadhe Sub Jaaya"
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